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AN APULEIAN PARROT (ON APUL. FL. 12)
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ABSTRACT
Among Apuleius' Florida there is a relatively short piece on a parrot. At first sight it merely
shows the author's search for the exotic and his pleasure of description. But in the Florida,
many animals occur in relation to human speech, notably thatofthe philosopher. In FL. 12 too
the bird serves as an example illustrating greater issues. It has been suggested that it stands for
Apuleius' opponents, but the picture of the bird seems too positive for this. It rather extolls
human-like qualities in animals, that are surpassed by proper human speech. The ideal representant
of human speech is, inevitably, none but Apuleius himself. ondooeoo
Of the brilliant showpieces delivered by Apuleius before his second century
African audience, fragments were collected in his Florida. These texts well
illustrate his skills as an orator and entertainer, and, as he himself would have
it, as a philosophus Platonicus* or, in modern words, as a Second Sophist.3
A fine example of this may be found in the short, but fascinating, twelfth

fragment, the subject of which may be analyzed in one word: it is about
parrots. Although the text at first glance seems to be dealing merely with an
exotic theme, it also touches on matters of wider significance.

1. Shape and speech

The first paragraph of the text is devoted to the parrot's general shape and
colour. Apuleius first mentions five colours which it does not have, and then
settles for green, except for the neck, which has a band of red. Then the

For recent work on the Florida, see B.L. Hijmansjr., 'Apuleius orator: "Pro se de Magia"
and "Florida", ANRW 2.34.2 (1994) 1708-84. Both a new translation and a complete
commentary on the Florida are in course of preparation. For the former, see Stephen Harrison,
John Hilton, Vincent Hunink, Apuleius of Madauros, Rhetorical Works (Apol., Fl, Soc.)
(Oxford 2000) (forthcoming); for the latter, Vincent Hunink, ApuleiusofMadauros, Florida,
edited witha commentary (Amsterdam 2001) (forthcoming).
For the expression see Apol. 10.6: negat id genus uersusPlatonicophilosopho competere;
see further note by Hunink on Apol. 1.3.
See Gerald Sandy, The Greek World ofApuleius. Apuleius and the Second Sophistic (Leiden
1997) passim; Stephen Harrison, Apuleius. A Latin Sophist (Oxford 2000).
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